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TYGAbytes 
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF DERWENT VALLEY COMMUNITY RADIO INC 

ISSUE SIX – AUTUMN 2013 

Hi and welcome to TYGAbytes the quarterly newsletter of Derwent Valley 
Community Radio Inc trading as TYGA FM.  The newsletter will now be distributed 
solely by email.  If you would like to be on the mailing list please contact 
slabs989@gmail.com  
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Due to the break since the last issue 
there is a lot to report so forgive me if I 
keep some of it brief. 
A great night was had by all at our 
annual trivia night held at the New 
Norfolk Golf Club in October. 
Congratulations to the winning team 
XLR8. 
In November I represented TYGA FM at 
the Community Broadcasting 
Association of Australia (CBAA) Annual 
Conference and Awards dinner.  
TYGA FM was a finalist in three national 
award categories. Although we didn’t 
win, it was a great achievement to make 
the finals in the first year that we were 
eligible to nominate. Individual programs 
that were finalists were Soundscapes 
(Martin Bennett, Best New Radio 

 
Program (Music)) and Cardi Cardi (Kaye 
McPherson, Contribution to Indigenous 
Broadcasting). TYGA FM was 
nominated for the Best Small Station 
Award. 
I would also like to congratulate 
Fairview Primary School student, 
Jordan George, for coming up with the 
winning name in our recent Name our 
Mascot competition. Our little thylacine 
is now called ‘Strypes’! Congratulations 
Jordan, and thank you to all the 
students who entered the competition. 
Keep an eye and an ear out for us at the 
Derwent Valley Autumn Festival on 
Sunday 14 April. We will be doing an 
outside broadcast live from the Esplanade 
from 9.30 am to 2.00 pm. 
That’s all from me for now. Cheers! 
Steve ‘Slabs’ Halloran, President 
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PROGRAM SPOTLIGHT 
SOUNDSCAPES 

TYGA FM provides a wide variety of 
programs to appeal to almost all musical 
tastes. (And if there isn’t a show that 
appeals to you, maybe you’d like to 
present your own show!)  
Each issue of TYGAbytes will spotlight a 
different program.  This time it’s 
Soundscapes with Martin Bennett.  

Martin Bennett, Presenter of Soundscapes 

Every Friday from 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm, 
Martin Bennett presents his passion: 
Soundscapes.  Each show features a 
soundtrack or film score, including trivia 
about the cast and production of the 
film/TV series, and information about 
the composer/artists involved in the 
making of the soundtrack.  
Martin, an ex-DJ and aspiring voice-
over artist, has been presenting 
Soundscapes for just over 12 months.  
This is his first time working in radio.  He 
joined TYGA FM following his work with 
the Derwent Valley Players. 
Martin is a movie buff, and his 
fascination for soundtracks is the 
inspiration for his program.  He says 
that even from a young age, he would 

hear details of movie soundtracks that 
other people rarely noticed.   
Such was his interest in the 
soundtracks, Martin would stay to the 
end credits to hear more of the music, 
find out the names of the cast, and 
information about the music, bands and 
artists.  As you would expect, his music 
collection includes many soundtracks. 
TYGAbytes asked Martin about his 
favourite movies. He says the list is very 
long, but he mentioned some of the 
more obscure movies in his collection, 
including Angus (a 1995 comedy-
drama) and The Wizard of Time (a 1989 
low-budget feature, which was originally 
released as a short film in 1979). 
Martin’s favourite artists are varied, but 
he especially enjoys listening to Katie 
Underwood, They Might Be Giants, 
Aqua, Vangelis, Flight of the Conchords, 
Bad Religion, Enya, Bjork, Weird Al 
Yankovic and Sarah MacLachlan. 
Outside of music and movies, Martin is 
interested in all things Norwegian and 
has been studying the language for 
several years.  His appearance as 
‘Captain Norway’ was a highlight of 
TYGA FM’s Eurovision Party in 2012. 

 
Martin at the Geirangerfjord in Norway 

If you would like to hear your favourite 
movie or TV series profiled on 
Soundscapes, you can contact Martin’s 
Facebook page (TYGA FM – 
Soundscapes with Martin Bennett). 
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FROM THE STATION 
MANAGER 

2013 has been an exciting year so far 
for TYGA FM and the station is going 
from strength to strength.  We now have 
40 announcers and 86 hours of live 
radio every week, which is a fantastic 
achievement for the station. 

Our presenters range in age from six to 
over 60, and we are very proud to have 
the youngest radio presenter in 
Australia (and possibly the world) right 
here on TYGA FM. 

Our youngest announcer, 6 Pak on 6 Pak’s 
Class, Sunday mornings from 10.00 am. 

We recently installed one element of our 
new antenna array and borrowed a 
more powerful transmitter, which has 
allowed us to broadcast at our full 
ACMA approved strength of 250 watts. 
We are now reaching areas up the 
valley that had no signal before – 
people have even picked us up at 
Maydena. 

I would like to especially thank Jim 
Parish for his technical assistance in the 
studio over recent months. Jim’s 

experience and assistance has been 
invaluable in getting everything running 
smoothly.   

We were very excited to be part of the 
official launch of the Ptunarra Child and 
Family Centre in Blair Street New 
Norfolk in March.  This was only the 
third time we’ve done a live cross to an 
event outside the station, and 
everything went according to plan on 
the day.  

We will be doing our second outside 
broadcast (OB) at the Autumn Festival 
between 9.30 am and 2.00 pm on the 
14th of April.  Our first OB was at the 
2012 Tiger Trail Festival from Ellendale 
and we spent most of the day huddled 
and shivering – we are hoping for a 
pleasant sunny day this time! 

If you can’t tune in to 98.9 FM – and we 
know there are some areas we just can’t 
reach because of the surrounding 
terrain – we now have a number of web 
streaming options available.  You can 
live stream from our website 
www.tygafm.org.au or download the 
TuneIn app for your mobile device. 

Finally, if you would like to become a 
presenter on TYGA FM, I’d love to hear 
from you.   

Don’t worry if you don’t have any 
experience – we have set up the TYGA 
FM Sandbox on Thursday nights from  
5.00 pm to 7.00 pm especially to train 
new presenters. We all had to start 
somewhere, and the Sandbox gives 
new presenters the opportunity to play 
songs, get used to the equipment and 
learn the basics of talking on air.  

If you would like to be a presenter, 
please call me on 6261 2888. 

Roz Chapman, Station Manager 
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DERWENT VALLEY 
AUTUMN FESTIVAL 

TYGA FM will be broadcasting live from 
the Derwent Valley Autumn Festival on 
Sunday 14 April from 9.30 am to 
2.00 pm, so our normal programs will 
not be broadcast during this time.   

Feel free to come over to the TYGA FM 
stall (near the Devil Jet office) to see our 
presenters in action and say hello. 
Normal programming will resume from 
2.00 pm with Slow Ride. 

NAME THE MASCOT 
COMPETITION 

Last year, TYGA FM invited local 
primary schools to enter the competition 
for find a name for our thylacine mascot. 
As Slabs mentioned in his report, 
Jordan George from Fairview Primary 
School was the winner of the 
competition with his suggestion Strypes. 

 
Strypes the Thylacine 

Jordan receives a TYGA FM prize pack 
for his winning entry. 
Congratulations Jordan! 

NEW WINDOW SHADES 
If you’ve been past the TYGA FM studio 
recently you might have noticed our new 
window shades, featuring Strypes the 
Thylacine. 

 
TYGA FM thanks the following people 
for their generous assistance in 
purchasing the shades: 

• The Hon Dick Adams MP, Federal 
Member for Lyons 

• The Hon Craig Farrell MLC, Member 
for Derwent 

• Tim Morris MP, Member for Lyons   

• Mark Shelton MP, Member for Lyons 
• Rebecca White MP, Member for 

Lyons 

TYGA FM BOARD 2013 
TYGA FM’s Board for 2013 is: 
• Steve ‘Slabs’ Halloran (President) 
• Theron Russell (Vice President) 

• Roz Chapman (Station Operations 
Manager) 

• Mark Corlett (Secretary) 
• Cheryl McIntosh (Treasurer) 
• Katrina Higgins (Public Officer) 

• Scott Shaw (Sponsorship Manager) 
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VALE ROSS NICHOLSON 
Sadly Ross ‘Roscoe’ Nicholson, the co-
founder of TYGA FM passed away from 
Leukaemia at his home in Queensland 
on 29 November 2012. 
Ross was the driving force behind the 
formation of TYGA FM, and was the 
station’s Foundation President.   
He had been involved in community 
radio before moving to Tasmania, and 
once he found there was no station in 
the Derwent Valley, he was determined 
to help set one up. 
Ross and his wife Kaz were both heavily 
involved in the foundation of the station, 
and were recognised for their efforts 
with Life Membership of TYGA FM last 
year.   

 
Ross Nicholson receiving his Life 
Membership from President Slabs in 2012 

TYGA FM listeners from the early days 
of the station might remember Roscoe’s 
program, where he played both types of 
music, country AND western, with his 
unique brand of humour. 
It is true to say that without Ross’s 
enthusiasm and his vision, TYGA-FM 
would not be here. He will be sorely 
missed.  

JOIN TYGA FM  
Do you enjoy listening to TYGA FM?  
Do you want to help make sure it 
continues to grow and serve the 
Derwent Valley and Central Highlands? 

TYGA FM is always looking for 
volunteers to fill a range of off-air roles, 
as well as on-air presenters. 

If you don’t want to actively participate 
in the station, you can show your 
support by becoming a member of the 
association for only $5 per year.   

Junior members (under 18 years) can 
join for free, but they do not have voting 
rights and cannot stand for election to 
the Board. 

Please contact the station on 6261 2888 
or email slabs989@gmail.com if you 
would like to join TYGA FM or become a 
volunteer with the station.  

SPONSORS 
TYGA FM’s sponsors are a vital source 
of funding for the station.  We could not 
operate without the generous support of 
our sponsors.  A full list of our sponsors 
is on our website at 

www.tygafm.org.au/sponsors.shtml 

Please support our sponsors so they 
can continue to support us. 

If you are interested in becoming a 
TYGA FM sponsor, please contact the 
Station Manager Roz Chapman on  
6261 2888. 

Sponsorship packages are available 
from $99 per month (plus set up costs), 
or from $11 per week for sponsorship of 
an individual program.  
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CRACKING THE CODE 

What you hear on community radio is 
governed by the Community Radio 
Codes of Practice.  The codes are 
available from the Community 
Broadcasting Association website, 
www.cbaa.org.au.   

In each issue of TYGAbytes we will 
provide some information on one of 
these Codes. 

 

In this issue we continue our look at 
Code 3 (General Programming).  

Code 3.3 states “We will not broadcast 
material that is likely to stereotype, 
incite, vilify, or perpetuate hatred 
against, or attempt to demean any 
person or group, on the basis of 
ethnicity, nationality, race, language, 
gender, sexuality, religion, age, physical 
or mental ability, occupation, cultural 
belief or political affiliation.  

The requirement is not intended to 
prevent the broadcast of material which 
is factual, or the expression of genuinely 
held opinion in a news or current affairs 
program or in the legitimate context of a 
humorous, satirical or dramatic work.” 

If you believe something you have 
heard on TYGA FM has breached one 
of the codes, you should contact the 
station in the first instance. 

Part of our community – TYGA-FM  

CONTACTING TYGA FM 
TYGA FM’s website has a new home at 

www.tygafm.org.au 
You can listen live from the website, or 
download the app TuneIn to hear the 
live broadcast from wherever you are. 
The latest schedule of programs is 
available on the site and if you click on 
each day’s heading, it will take you to a 
profile of that day’s presenters. 
If you would like to stay in touch with 
other TYGA FM listeners and discuss 
the station, you can request to join our 
Facebook group (98.9 TYGA FM – 
Derwent Valley Tasmania).  
Many of our individual programs also 
have their own Facebook pages, which 
you can find by searching for TYGA FM. 
Our phone numbers are: 

 6261 2888 (office and general 
enquiries)  

 6261 2000 (studio, but please be 
aware that not all presenters are 
able to take calls during their 
program) 

You can also contact us at PO Box 377 
New Norfolk, 7140 or call in to 56 High 
Street, New Norfolk. 

Newsletter contact 
If you would like to contact TYGAbytes 
with any feedback about this issue, or if 
you have any ideas for articles that 
might be included in future issues, 
please email the editor, Dolly Ringwald: 
octogenarius@gmail.com 

TYGA-FM 98.9 - serving the people 
of the Derwent Valley and 

the Central Highlands 
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PUZZLE PAGE 
 
Here are the answers to last issue’s crossword. 
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Next month: Dolly Ringwald’s 80s Trivia Quiz 

 


